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This project was made possible through the support of participating 
Canadian and Cuban artists and organizations, and grants from

ReMix Institute—Phase II of The Cuban Xchange
performances, exhibitions, workshops and interventions by more 
than 20 artists are presented in collaboration with Hamilton Artists 
Inc,  You Me Gallery, The Print Studio, Hamilton’s Civic Museums, 
Brantford Native Housing, The Pearl Company, Niagara Artists 
Centre, Christ’s Church Cathedral, Workers Arts and Heritage 
Centre and the Hamilton and District Labour Council.
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CONNECTIONS TO OJISTOH  
Shelley Niro  & René Francisco
images from the workshop production with Brantford Native Housing

september 11 - october 4 2009
Three weeks in August, two senior artists worked with 
BNH staff and residents at Ojistoh House on the design and 
construction of a deck. The collaborative process bridged 
cultures, and diffused the barriers between art and everyday 
life. The deck as a sculptural structure is integrated into 
the living space of the transitional house, a shelter for 
women who are starting a new life.  Building the deck in 
collaboration with the women, the artists collected new 
experiences and ideas.


